
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

SPECIAL BUDGET MEETING 

FEBRUARY 28, 2015 

9:00 A.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Allen led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that notice 
of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and followed 
by roll call. 
 
Council President Allen announced that the purpose of this meeting was to discuss the 2015 
Municipal Budget as presented by the Mayor.  
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT 
Jason Allen 
Letha Jackson 
Sherry Scull (arrived at 9:15 a.m.) 
Diane Stinney 
Norma Trueblood 
 
Also present:  Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, and 
Township Clerk Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Allen called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M. 
 
Mayor Patriarca and Administrator Dennis Gonzalez gave a presentation of the budget 
explaining the total increase from the 2014 Budget to the 2015 Budget was $117,019.00.  
Mayor Patriarca explained the need for the increase and the loss in revenues that required 
the tax increase to be high this year. 
 
Council President Allen questioned what the Administration is doing moving forward to 
prevent a large increase in 2016.  Mayor Patriarca explained this year is an adjustment and 
once this increase is in place, that revenue will be there for next year.  Mr. Gonzalez 
advised of the one shot revenue items the Township has been utilizing in the past that could 
not be used this year, however any revenues available in the future will be used.  Council 
President Allen questioned the increase in the Salary and Wages line and if the budget 
reflects any lay offs.  It was noted the increases are contractual and there are no lay offs.  
 
Councilwoman Scull questioned if retired positions are being replaced and it was noted they 
were.  Councilwoman Scull questioned the higher salary for an incoming Tax Collector.  
Mr. Gonzalez advised the budget was prepared prior to the previous Tax Collector leaving.  
Councilwoman Scull questioned how may Police Officers were funded in the budget, noted 
she counted 51 but 4 are retiring,  and questioned the Police Chief’s Salary over the 
Lieutenants, noting she believes that salary should be a little higher.  Councilwoman Scull 
questioned the high percentage increase in the Administrator’s salary.  Mayor Patriarca 
explained the salary of the Administrator and Deputy Clerk were increased to offset the 
removal of the health benefits stipend as it was part of the negotiation when they were 
hired.  Councilwoman Jackson questioned how many employees were receiving the waiver.  
Mayor Patriarca noted it was approximately 25 and only 1 employee chose to come on to 
the health plan.   
 
Councilwoman Stinney questioned what would happen with the salary in the Recreation 
Department for the employee no longer with us.  It was noted that a temporary employee 
would be coming in to assist that department until a permanent employee could be hired.  
Councilwoman Stinney questioned the three positions in the Code Enforcement 
Department, noting there was a part-time employee.  Mayor Patriarca advised that 
employee was made full-time so now all three positions are full-time.   
 
Councilwoman Jackson questioned what the $11,000 Other Pay line was in the Police 
Department budget.  Mr. Gonzalez advised he could not recall what it represented and 



would get back to Council on that.   
 
Councilwoman Trueblood questioned if the Crossing Guards had been hired and 
Councilwoman Jackson questioned if the school was picking up any of that cost.  Mayor 
Patriarca advised they had been hired and the school is assisting with their employees.  
Councilman Allen questioned why there was a decrease in the Crossing Guard budget and 
Mr. Gonzalez advised that last year everything was not expended because they were unsure 
how much they would need and this year represents the actual costs.  
 
Council President Allen questioned the amount the Township had in surplus and how it 
would affect the tax increase if we were to use any of that.  Mayor Patriarca explained that 
each penny of the increase equals approximately $88,000.00 and using $100,000.00 of that 
would take the 9.5 cent increase down to approximately 8.2 cents, however he feels the 
amount remaining in surplus is where he feels comfortable leaving it considering the 
Township has lost many of its one shot revenue sources.  
 
Council President Allen asked Council if there were any other areas of the budget they 
would like to discuss.  Councilwoman Stinney questioned some of the salaries in the Police 
Department.  Council President Allen asked Administration to get the number of Police 
Officers for Council.  
 
Councilwoman Jackson questioned if the Heavy Equipment Operator was being replaced.  
Mr. Gonzalez advised that a laborer was promoted to that position.   
 

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Council President Allen opened the meeting up to general public comments.    Those 
commenting were: 
 
 

Anne Quinn, Country Lakes -  1.  Commented on the wasteful spending in the 
budget and the salary increases being bad practice given the current financial 
situation in the township.  Requested the Council to say no to this budget and noted 
the Council and Mayor are not doing anything productive to solve the town’s 

financial problems.  2.  Commented on the lack of redevelopment in the town.  3.  
Noted the Township is not doing anything to bring any additional revenue into the 
town.  
 

Clare Wadsworth, Browns Mills – 1.  Commented on finding information on the 
League of Municipalities website regarding the budget process and asked that citizen 

be allowed to participate on committees to review the budget.  2.  Advised she has 
offered over $100,000.00 in suggested cuts since 2010 and not one penny was 

accepted.  3.  Questioned if any of the Council has looked at the previous budgets to 
compare, noting she has been looking at previous budgets since 1999 and has noted 

the increase in legal spending by approximately 45%.  4.  Requested Council to stop 
putting excess money in the budget and commented on Administration padding the 
budget.  
 

Fred Morehead, Browns Mills – 1.  Noted that this is his first year going through 
the budget process and it is fascinating to him and wished he was here previous years 

to help him understand.  2.  Commented on the increase given to Council salaries 

and learned that is not really a raise.  3.  Requested Council to look at the 
expenditures.  
 

Richard Prickett, Pemberton – 1.  Commented on the tax increase being the second 

or third highest over the past years and it is not a small increase.  2.  Commented on 
the hardship of everyone to pay their taxes and noted those that are on fixed incomes 

and Council should consider not doing the whole increase this year.  3.  Commented 
on the debt being a large part of the budget and should start budgeting for pay as you 

go.  4.  Commented on the Green Acres Grant for another athletic field and 
questioned if the Township has already budgeted for that debt.  
 



Anne Quinn, Country Lakes – 1.  Questioned how much budget experience the 

Administrator has and noted he should know the answers to Council’s questions.  2.  
Questioned the Mayor not knowing what the salary was of the temporary employee 

for the Recreation Department.  3.  Questioned the number of Police Officers that 

were in the budget.  4.  Questioned the work status of the Police Officer that was the 
subject of a grievance at the previous Council meeting.   

 
Seeing no other residents wishing to speak Council President Allen closed the meeting to 
general public comments. 
 
Council President Allen asked if there were any further questions from Council.   
 
Councilwoman Scull commented on the legal and engineering costs and encouraged 
Administration to keep those cost down, noting that Council can not just cut the money 
from the line items, the bills still have to get paid.  Councilwoman Scull commented that 
she has looked through the expenditures and noted the employees are now paying 
substantially more for their insurance benefits.  Councilwoman Scull noted that if the 
surplus is used this year, it would have to be made up again next year causing an even 
higher tax increase the following year.  In addition, Councilwoman Scull noted that many 
of those that are against the tax increase also want the Police Department to be fully funded 
and the additional officers would be more than $600,000.00.  Councilwoman Scull 
explained she hates tax increases as well and she is paying taxes on two properties in 
Pemberton and has been in the situation where she has had to watch every penny but 
sometimes it is necessary.   
 
Councilwoman Scull suggested taking $2,000.00 from the Tax Collector Salary line item 
and adding it to the Police Chief Salary line item.  Mr. Gonzalez advised that would not 
have an adverse impact on the budget.   
 

Motion by Scull and Stinney to remove $2,000.00 from Tax Collector Salary line 
and add $2,000.00 to Police Chief Salary line.  Scull, yes; Stinney, yes; Trueblood, 
yes; Jackson, yes; Allen, yes.  Motion carries. 

 
Councilwoman Scull commented that the budgets they have done for the past 8 years have 
been responsible budgets and the Mayor has done a hard job of keeping the taxes down 
while keeping the services in the town.  Councilwoman Scull commented she is happy to 
see we are moving in the right direction with Police Department staffing.  Councilwoman 
Scull advised that 9 cents is the highest increase they have ever proposed and noted that the 
previous administration had a 24 cent increase in one year.   
 
Councilwoman Stinney noted that they have been very productive and commented on the 
Mayor being very frugal and he is referred to as a penny pincher and she believes he has 
done his best with the budget.  Councilwoman Stinney commented on some of the issues in 
the town, such as loss of business, possibility of the base closing and it being harder to get 
younger people to come into town.  Councilwoman Stinney asked the Mayor if he would be 
presenting the budget to different groups and he advised he would be going to the Senior 
Center.  It was also noted the budget would go over to the libraries for the public to view.  
 
Council President Allen questioned if Council would like to introduce the budget or would 
they like to have another meeting.  It was a consensus of Council to revisit the budget at the 
March 4th meeting and possibly introduce then.  
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:30 A.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

 

Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


